THE  SPANISH  WAR
This devotion to the ideal of absolute monarchy, even
when no heir or candidate is immediately designated,
may seem extraordinary to some modern minds. All I
am concerned with is to lay emphasis on the fact that this
devotion does exist and partakes almost of the nature of
solemn religious dogma in the minds of hundreds of
thousands of sturdy young Spaniards of every class, from
that of the hidalgo to that of the student, from that of
the landowner to that of the ploughboy. I have said that
no candidate has been designated. That is true, though
naturally many possibilities have been canvassed. First
of all, the claims of King Alfonso himself are set aside as
being impossible of fulfilment.
The Carlists will not have him. They reproach him with
his bowing down to Liberal Constitutionalism, which is
anathema to them They fear that he is not sufficiently re-
ligious, and they dislike all the tendencies of the old court.
There are many Bourbons in the world. But there are
few who would be looked upon as fitting by the Carlists,
who, being particular as to the persons they allow to
serve in their movement, are even more so as to the head
they wish ultimately to place over all Spain. Undoubt-
edly at present the name most debated is that of Don
Juan, younger son of King Alfonso. He is known to be of
good health, his training and career in the British Navy
is taken to be of excellent augury, and his good looks
would easily endear him to the Spanish people. Two
questions remain to be solved from the Carhst point of
view. Would he be willing to rule as a Carhst monarch,
and would his father be willing to stand aside in his favour?
In many quarters, it is whispered, an affirmative answer
has been already given privately to both these questions.
It is certain that nothing has been made public.
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